INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 


SUBMITTED TO: 


This report pertains to an investigation of 


CWGC Canadian Aqencv 


the identification of the burial location, or 


66 Slater Street 


headstone markings, of a member of the 


Suite 1707 


Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 


Ottawa Ontario Canada K1 A 0P4 


during the Great War 1 914-1921 . 


Att: Dominique Boulais 



Report Date: 23 August 2015 

Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 



Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 




Confirmed Identity 


X 


Burial Location Identified 


X 


Most Probable Identity 




Grave Stone Correction 


X 


Questionable Identity 




Grave Records Correction 


X 


Incorrect Identity 




Request for CWGC Details 




Other 




Other 





Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 



Casualty Identification: 




Burial Information: 




Holmes, Carleton 


i 


Oosttaverne Wood Cem. 


link 


7 tn Infantry Battalion 


i 


West-Vlaanderen, Belgium 


i 


Lieutenant 


i 


Plot 6 Row E Grave 2 


i 


Date of Death 24 April 1 915 


link 


Exhumation 3 March 1926 


i 


Attestation Papers 


link 


Cemetery Schematic 


link 


Service Record 


n/a 


Graves Registration Report 


8 


Circumstance of Death 


1 


Concentration of Grave 


9 


CEF Canada Register 


2 


Headstone Register 




War Diary Extract(s) 


3 


Casualty Spreadsheet 




Area Map(s) 


4 


Trench Map Exhumation 


10 


Trench Map(s) 




Grave Stone Photograph 




Possible Candidates List 


5 


Grave Stone Inscription 




Excluded Candidates Files 


6 


Memorial Inscription/Photo 




Other: 1917 Passchendaele 


7 


Reporting and Review 


11 



Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 6 Row E Grave 2 lists an Unknown 
Canadian Lieutenant, British Columbia (7 th Infantry Battalion). He is buried with six (6) 
other members of the battalion, all exhumed from the same location. 

It is our contention that the evidence is clear that the this grave holds the remains of 
Lieutenant Carleton Colquhoun Holmes of the 7 th Infantry Battalion who was killed in 
action of April 24, 1915 at the location where the remains were exhumed. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 6 Row E Grave 6 are those of 
Lieutenant Carleton Colquhoun Holmes of the 7 th Infantry Battalion who was killed in 
action of April 24, 1 91 5 in the St. Julien Sector of Belgium. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . There is an UNKNOWN Canadian Lieutenant of the British Columbia Regiment 
(7th Infantry Battalion) located in Oosttaveme Wood Cemetery, Wytschaete 
(Belgium) in Plot 6 Row E Grave 2. He lies with at least six (6) other men of the 
7th Battalion all found at the same location on Sheet 28 C6 d.3.2, north of St. 
Julien. The evidence is clear that it is Lt. Carleton Holmes that is in this grave as 
he was the only one in that location at that time. This is confirmed in his 
Circumstance of Death file (Attachment #1). 

2. The remains of Lieutenant Holmes were not known to have been recovered, or 
his name matched to the remains found at this location, and accordingly his 
name was inscribed on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, as noted on the 
Canadian War Graves Register (Attachment #2). According to a German list 
reported by Foreign Affairs, his burial location was unknown. 

3. Considerable evidence for this examination came from the war diary of the 7 th 
Infantry Battalion. The war diary was clear that the only time that the unit was in 
the vicinity of 28 C6 d.3.2 was on the 24th of April. On April 27, 1 915 the 7th 
Battalion moved south toward Potijze in Sector 14. Commanding Officer Major 
Victor Odium himself gives us the key piece of information, showing the location 
of the Battalion at Sheet 28 C6 d.5.6 (Attachment #3a). On the 27th the battalion 
marched to Brielen (H.Q. 1st Canadian Division) via Potijze and Ypres. These 
are given in the 2nd Brigade Order of April 27, 1 91 5 by none other than Brig. 
Gen. A. W. Currie (Attachment #3b). There is no mention of other Lieutenants of 
the 7 th Battalion; however they picked up reinforcements on April 27, 1915 
(Attachment #3c). 

4. The location of the 7 th Canadian Infantry Battalion during the action north of St. 
Julien is depicted in the extract from Nicholson Map 1 . Three companies of the 
battalion are approaching Gravenstafel Ridge from the southwest, south and 
southeast. Only the company approaching from the southwest was in the north 
area of Sector C6 (Attachment #4). 

5. Examination of the records of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission for 
the month of April 1915 when the 7 th Battalion was in the area shows only three 
(3) Lieutenants killed and missing and thus listed on the Ypres (Menin Gate) 
Memorial (Attachment #5). 

a. Lt. Herbert Bromley KIA 29/04/1915 

b. Lt. Carleton Holmes KIA 24/04/1915 

c. Lt. Robert Latta KIA 29/04/1 915 
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6. Review of the Circumstance of Death files for Lieutenants Bromley and Latta 
show that at the time of their deaths they were not in the area where the remains 
were located (Attachment #6). Lt. Bromley was in the Brielin area (Sector B29) 
on April 29, 1 91 5 when he was killed (Note: error on date of Lt. Bromley on 
CWGC records). Brielin was in the area of the 1 st Canadian Division 
Headquarters. Lieutenant Latta was at Fortuin, near Pond Farm, to the south of 
where the remains were located. This was the location of the 2 nd Brigade 
Headquarters. 

7. The only other time during the Great War that the 7 th Canadian Infantry Battalion 
was in this sector of Belgium was during the attack on Passchendaele in 
October-November 1917. Five (5) Lieutenants of the 7 th Battalion were KIA at 
that time, all on November 1 0 th or 1 1 th : 

a. Lieutenant Harry Carter KIA 11/11/1917 

b. Lieutenant William Fielding KIA 10/1 1/1917 

c. Lieutenant Frederick Fisher KIA 10/1 1/1917 

d. Lieutenant James Hewitt KIA 11/11/1917 

e. Lieutenant Basil Thwaites KIA 10/11/1917 

At that time the 7 th Battalion was far removed from the area of Gravenstafel 
Ridge or St. Julien, concentrated rather in the area of east Meetcheele (Sheet 28 
D5) near Vindictive Crossroads (Sheet 28 D6), northwest of Passchendaele 
(Attachment #7). 

8. The CWGC Graves Registration Report Form shows that there is an Unknown 
Canadian Lieutenant of the British Columbia (Regiment) in Plot 6 Row H Grave 2 
at the Oosttaverne Wood Cemetery. The British Columbia Regiment is a direct 
reference to the 7 th Canadian Infantry Battalion. Six (6) other men of the 7 th 
Battalion appear on that list in Graves 3-7 and Grave 10. There are two Unknown 
Canadian Soldiers, not identified by rank or unit, listed for Graves 8 and 9 in that 
row (Attachment #8). 

9. The CWGC Concentrations of Graves (Exhumation and Reburials) Burial Return 
shows that all of the remains were exhumed at a point marked as Sheet 28 C6 
d.3.2 (Attachment #9). This information provides us with a means to compare the 
location of the deaths of the three (3) candidate Lieutenants from April 1915 
relative to the location of the remains. 

1 0. Examination of a trench map for the area relative to the location of where 
Lieutenants Holmes, Latta and Bromley were killed provides the final 
confirmation as to the identity of the remains. Lt. Latta was killed near Fortuin 
and Lt. Bromley near Brielen, considerable distance from where the remains 
were located in Sector C6. d.3.2 (Attachment #1 0a). A close up on a 1 :1 0,000 
trench map from the Imperial War Museum shows that the area where Lt. Latta 
was killed near Pond Farm is at Sector Cl 8 d.9.9 (Attachment #10b). 
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Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #11). 

We believe that the evidence that is presented in this report clearly shows that the 
remains located at Map Coordinates Sheet 28 C6 d.3.2 are those of Lieutenant Carleton 
Colquhoun Holmes of the 7 th Infantry Battalion who was killed in action of April 24, 

1 915. Only two other candidates were possible and neither was in the area at the time 
of their death, after the 7 th Battalion had left the area. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 
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ATTACHMENT #2 
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ATTACHMENT #3a 
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ATTACHMENT #3b 
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ATTACHMENT #3c 
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ATTACHMENT #4 
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ATTACHMENT #5 



5 th Battalion Lieutenants KIA April 1915 on Menin Gate Memorial 




Correction Notice: 

Lieutenant Bromley is incorrectly reported as having been killed in action on April 24, 

1 915 when in fact he was killed 5 days later on April 29, 1 91 5 (see Attachment #7) for 
Circumstance of Death file. 
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ATTACHMENT #6 
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ATTACHMENT #7 



(Note: exclude Lt. Morris as he is with the 87 th Infantry Battalion) 



Name 


Rank 


Service 

Number 


Date of 
Death 


Age 


Regiment 
/ Service 


Service 

Country 


Grave / 

Memorial 

Reference 


Cemetery / 

Memorial 

Name 


Docs. 


CARTER, 

HARRY 


Lieutenant 




11/11/1917 


35 


Canadian 

Infantry 


Canadian 


Panel 18-28 
-30. 


YPRES (MENIN 

GATE! 

MEMORIAL 


0 


FIELDING, WS 


Lieutenant 




10/11/1917 
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Canadian 
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- 30. 


YPRES (MENIN 

GATE! 

MEMORIAL 


0 


FISHER, 
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JAMES 


Lieutenant 
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0 
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0 


MORRIS, 

GEORGE 

EDWARD 
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13/11/1917 


22 
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Infantry 


Canadian 
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GATE) 

MEMORIAL 


0 


THWAITES, 

BASIL 

CHAMPION 


Lieutenant 




10/11/1917 
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Canadian 
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0 



7 th Battalion War Diary November 10, 1917: 
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ATTACHMENT #8 



Army Form .W337 2. 

GRAVER REGISTRATION REPORT FORM. 

iib i fl8W 1CENTRaTI0Na ' M ™ T B CHEDULE No.' 



COMMUNE. WYTS CHASTE Y 
PLACE W' BURIAL 



r" frj 46.C. 

m\ 



OOSTTAVERNE W OOD CEMETERY ; WYTSCHAETS. 
28.0.15.C.4U.85. 



Land belongs to . 

The following are buried here : — Plot. 6. Row G Cont'd ALL CROSSES ERECTED 



Regiment 



4'th att ' c[ 

1st East Surrey Rgt. 



Brit ish Columbia . 
7th Canadians. 
7th Canadians. 
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7th Canadians. 
7th Canadians. 
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UNKNOWN CANADIAN SOLDI jSR 
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RADIAN SOLDIER 



r~ 



(6 31 6) W8219— 31901 20,000 10/10 HW?(P237a) Form»/\V3372/l 

12891— M1303 30,000 1/17 
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ATTACHMENT #9 
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This form to be made out in triplicate, two copies being banded to the D. A. D. (C. of G.) and the other retained by the Burial Officer. 



Attachment #10a 
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Attachment #10b 
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ATTACHMENT #11 



This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 



Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 



Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 



The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 



Name 


Affiliation 


E-mail 


Contribution 


Richard Laughton 


Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 


rlauqhton(a>lauahton.ca 


Report Author 
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